HERMAN   MELVILLE
Moby Dick

HERMAN MELVILLE (1819-91), who was born in New York,
shipped as a cabin-boy on a voyage to England and afterwards
became a foremast hand on a whaling-ship. Aboard the ship
the conditions were so intolerable that, along with another
sailor, he deserted when they reached the Marquesas Islands,
in the South Seas. There he ' went native/ as is told in his
books, Types (1846) and Omoo (1847), His other important
story, Moby Dick, was published in 1851. Later in life he
settled in New York as a literary man. He wrote much in-
ferior work, but at his best he is full of life and picturesqueness.
Our extract is from Moby Dick, the story of the great white
whale. It is an epic of the struggles of a ship's company of
whalers to lay him low. The lurid characters of the crew
are touched off with vigour and success. The leader of the
pursuers is one-legged Captain Ahab, whose other leg had
been bitten off by the whale. Others are the first-mate,
Starbuck, and the negro harpooner, Queequeg.
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